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SUNDERLAND  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 
ANNUAL  REPORT 
OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31ST,  1953. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of  Sunderland 
acting  as  the  Port  Health  Authority  of  the  Port  of  Sunderland, 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  Port  of  Sunderland  for  1953  is  presented  in 
the  form  indicated  in  Circular  21/53  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  :  the  Report 
is  also  in  accordance  with  Circular  33/52  and  Form  Port  20. 

As  there  have  been  no  changes  in  certain  tables  contained  in  the  1952 
Report,  these  have  by  request,  been  omitted  (reference  form  Port  20 ). 

The  Association  of  Sea  and  Air  Port  Health  Authorities  of  the,  British 
Isles  held  its  54th  Annual  Meeting  at  Sunderland  on  the  17th,  18th  and  19th. 

June  1953,  under  the  Presidency  of  Alderman  J.  Cohen,  O.B.E. ,  J.P. ,  Chairman 
of  the  Sunderland  Port  Health  Committee,  63  Delegates  were  officially  received 
by  The  Worshipful  the  Mayor  of  Sunderland  (Alderman  McGregor  E.  English), 

Wednesday,  17th  June,  1953. 

A.H. J.  Bown,  Esq,,  O.B.E. ,  F.C.I.S, ,  M.Inst.T. ,  General  Manager  and  Clerk 
to  the  River  Wear  Commissioners,  read' a  paper  entitled  : 

"THE  ORIGINS  AND  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  PORT  OF  SUNDERLAND". 

This  was  followed  by  a  paper  by  Peter  A.  Scott,  Esq. ,  B.Sc. ,  M.  I.C.E. 
representative  of  Sir  William  Halcrow  and  Partners,  entitled  : 

"THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  GREENWELL ’ S  DRY  DOCK  N0.1. " 

The  papers  were  followed  by  interesting  discussions. 

Luncheon  at  the  Seaburn  Hotel  as  the  guests  of  the  River  Wear  Commissioners. 


In  the  afternoon  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  South  Dock.  Afternoon  Tea  was 
provided  at  the  invitation  of  Messrs.  T.7'r.  Greenwell  &  Co.  ,  Ltd.  ,  Dock  Owners, 

South  Dock. 

tIn  the  evening  a  Civic  Deception  in  the  Seaburn  Hall  was  given  by  The 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Sunderland. 

Thursday,  18th  June,  1953. 

C.  Stephenson,  Esq.,  M. I.N.A. ,  Director  and  General  Manager,  Messrs. 

William  Doxford  cl  Sons  Ltd. ,  Sunder land,  gave  a  paper  entitled 

"SHIPBUILDING  ON  THE  RIVER  WEAR" . 

Dr.  J.  Greenwood  Wilson,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Port  Medical 
Officer,  Cardiff,  followed  with  a  paper  entitled  : 

"SLUM  CLEARANCE  AT  SEA  1936-53." 

Both  papers  were  followed  by  interesting  discussions. 

Dr.  M. T.  Morgan,  C.M.G. ,  M.C.  Pirt  Medical  Officer,  Port  of  London,  gave 
a  short  description  #f  the  use  of  Sodium  Pluoroacetate  ('1080')  and  lacquers  at 
present  used  for  the  destruction  of  bugs  on  board  vessles. 

A  Visit  to  the  Eyrex  Works  (Messrs.  Jas,  A.  Jobling  &  Co. ,  Ltd. ,  Wear 
Glass  Works)  was  made  by  the  ladies. 

Luncheon  at  the  Seaburn  Hotel  as  the  guests  of  Messrs.  William  Doxford 
&  Sons  Ltd. ,  Shipbuilders  and  Engineers. 

In  the  afternoon  a  visit  was  paid  to  Messrs.  Doxford1 s  Shipbuilding  Yard, 
Pallion,  followed  by  a  visit  to  the  Communal  Canteen,  Pallion  Trading  Estate,  where 
afternoon  tea  was  taken  at  the  invitation  of  Messrs.  Peter  Merchant  Ltd. 

In  the  evening  Dinner  was  taken  at  the  Seaburn  Hotel  at  the  invitation  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Port  Health  Committee  and  the  Corporation  of  Sunderland. 

Friday,  19th  June,  1953. 

Dr.  A.  Kef alas,  Medical  Officer,  Wear  Shipbuilders  Association,  Sunderland, 
read  a  paper  entitled  : 

"PREVENTION  OF  ACCIDENTS  IN  SHIPBUILDING". 

This  was  followed  by  a  paper  by  J.R,  Dawson,  Esq. ,  Director,  British  Ropes 
Ltd. ,  entitled  : 

"A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  CORDAGE  INDUSTRY". 

Dr.  E.B.  Meyrick,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Port  Medical  Officer, 

Swansea,  read  a  paper  entitled  : 

"SHIPS  IN  RELATION  TO  HEALTH". 

Interesting  discussions  followed. 


A  visit  was  made  to' British  Ropes  Factory,  Roker  Avenue,  followed  by 
luncheon  at  the  Seaburn  Hotel  as  the  guests  of  British  Ropes  Ltd,. 

In  the  afternoon  the  delegates  visited  Durham  Cathedral  and  Durham  Castle, 

Afternoon  Tea  was  taken  at  "Three  Tuns  Hotel"  Durham  as  the  guests  of 
the  Health  Committee  of  the  Sunderland  Corporation, 

Copies  of  all  the  papers  given  at  the  meetings  were  circulated  to  members. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  concluded  at  5.  p. m.  on  the  Friday  afternoon. 

The  Conference  was  a  success  and  this  ?as  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
co-operation1  and  generous  hospitality  of  the  Council  and  the  Industrial 
undertakings  mentioned  above. 

In  order  to  prevent  unauthorised  persons  boarding  ships  from  foreign  before 
they  have  been  declared  free  from  quarantine,  copies  of  the  following  poster  have 
been  placed  at  suitable  sites  on  the  dock  and  the  river  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
River  Wear  Commissioners  and  the  National  Coa^  Board  : 

* 

ILLEGAL  BOARDING  OF  SHIPS. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952,  NO  PERSON  (other  than 
a  pilot,  customs  officer,  immigration  officer,  or  authorised  officer)  MAY, 

WITHOUT  THE  PERMISSION  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER,  BOARD  OR  LEAVE  A  SHIP 
arriving  from  any  foreign  port  or  from  any  infected  area  which  is  not  a  foreign 
port  UNTIL  IT  IS  FREE  FROM  CONTROL  under  the  regulations. 

A  Ship  is  NOT  FREE  from  Control  if  any  of  the  following  SIGNALS  are  shown  :- 

1.  By  Day  or  Night  a  Ship  with  a  case  or  suspected  case  of  infectious  disease 
on  board  will  fly  the  internation  three  flag  signal,  LIM,  flown  at  the  mast-head 
or  where  it  can  best  be  seen  from  the  shore  a.nd  between  sunset  and  sunrise  this 
signal  will  in  addition  be  flashed  in  the  morse  code  or  a  signal  consisting  of  a 
red  light  over  a.  white  light  (the  lights  being  not  more  than  6  feet  apart)  shorn  at 
the  peak  or  where  the  signal  can  best  be  seen  from  the  shore, 

2.  A  Ship  arriving  from  foreign  shall  fly  the  international  flag  signal,- Q, 
on  the  mast-head  or  where  it  can  best-  be  seen  from  the  shore,  and  between  sunset 
and  sunrise  shall  in  addition  show  either  the  signal  Q  flashed  in  the  morse  code 
or  the  signal  a  red  light  over  a  white  light  as  previously  described. 

No  Ship  is  therefore  free  from  control  under  the  Regulations  whilst  the 
flag  or  light  signals,  LIM  or  Q  are  shown, 

ANY  PERSON  offending  against  the  above-mentioned  Regulations  is  liable  ■ 
on  summary  conviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £100. 


.International  Code  of  Signals. 


L  Black  and  Yellow  Quarterings. 

I  Yellow  flag  with  a  Black  Centre. 

M  (  Blue  flag  with  a  White  diagonal  cross. 
Q  Yellow  flag. 


Representation  has  been  made  by  various  fumigating  firms  in  connection 
with  the  methods  employed  in  the  destruction  of  rats  on  board  vessels  for  the 
issue  of  the  International  Deratting  Certificates,  Up  to  the  present,  the  main 
agent,  for  the  destruction  of  rads  has  been  cyanide  gas  and  this  has  meant 
clearing  the  whole  vessel  of  personnel,  w 

A  liquid  -  Sodium  Fluoroacetate  or  a  term  commonly  used,  viz.  ’1080’  is 
a  powerful  rodenticide.  It  is  very  deadly  to  rats  if  they  drink  it  and  in  the 
hands  of  a  skilful  and  careful  operator  it  can  be  used  in  part  of  a  ship  which  is 
rat  infested,  leaving  the  personnel  safely  to  occupy  the  remaining  parts  of  the 
vessel. 

Permission  has  been  given  for  the  use  of  this  rodenticide  in  the  Port  of 
Sunderland,  and  it  is  hoped  it  will,  in  cases  of  routine  deratting  of  ships,  be 
a  saving  of  expense  to  shipowners. 

It  cannot  be  used  on  ships  which  are  suspected  of  having  plague  infected 
rats  on  board,  as  this  rodenticide  has  no  affect  on  the  rat  flea  v:hich  is  the 
vector  of  that  disease. 

I  must  acknowledge  the  indebtedness  of  Port  Medical  Officers  to  Dr. 

Morgan  of  the  Port  of  London  for  information  and  instruction  on  the  use  of 
Sodium  Pluoracetate. 

Cockroaches  have  always  been  an  infestation  problem  for  eradication  in 
ships  going  East,  especially  in  living  quarters,  s.nd  galleys.  An  insecticid.e 
in  the  form  of  a  resin  paint  containing  D.D.T.  has  lately  been  produced  which 
will  remain  lethal  to  cockroaches  for  a  period  of  3  years.  The  very  act  of 
an  insect  walking  over  the  paint  disturbs  sufficient  D.D.T.  to  kill  it. 

I  can  imagine  that  this  v ould  be  beneficial  if  ships,  after  their 
construction,  were  so  painted  in  living  quarters  in  galleys  and  store-rooms, 
because  subsequent  fumigation  to  eradicate  the  pest  is  expensive.  The  resin 
paint  is  also  expensive,  but  in  the  long  run  may  prove  worthwhile, 

I  am  again  indebted  to  the  Port  of  London  where  tests  have  been  carried 
out;  and  this  information  has  been  conveyed  to  the  Sunderland  Shipbuilders 
Association,  which  achieved  its  Centenery  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  ships  entering  the  Port 
during  the  year  under  review  as  mentioned  in  later  pages.  Moreover,  under 


the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  1952,  there  is  no  longer  the  necessity 
to  meet  ships  on  arrival  from  infected  ports  unless  specifically  signalled 
to  do  so  by  the  Master  nf  the  vessel.  This  has  allowed  the  examination  of  th 
ships  to  be  carried  out  in  the  normal  routine  of  Port  Health  work  instead  of 
meeting  each  vessel  on  arrival  day  or  night, 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  valuable  and  willing  assistance 
given  to  the  Port  Health  Authority  by  H.M.  Collector  of  Customs  and  his  Staff, 
the  Officers  of  the  River  '  /ear  Commissioners,  K.M.  Coastguard,  Sunderland 
Pilotage  Authority,  River  hear  Police,  Shipping  Agents,  and  to  Messrs,  Prance 
Fenwick's  Toning  Department  by  assisting  officers  in  the  boarding  of  ships 
in  the  dock, 

A ,  S .  HP  BBL E  TtRvA  I TE , 

P*rt  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January,  1954. 


a  f  . 

SECTION  1  -  STAFF. 
TABLE  A. 


Name  of  Officer, 
Qualifications,  and 

Nature  of  Appointment, 

Date  of 

Appointment. 

Any  other  Appointments 
held. 

G. S.  Me Intire, 

O.B.E, ,  M.A. ,  LLB.  , 

Solicitor, 

Clerk'  to  the  Authority. 

1.9.32 

Town  Clerk.  Clerk 
of  Peace  of 
Sunderland, 

A",  S .  Hebblethwaite , 

M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  ,  D.P.H. 

Port  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

1.6.27 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

School  Medical  Officer 

R.S.  Thubron, 

M.  u. _B,  S.  ,  D.  O.M.  S.  , 

Deputy  Port  Medical 

Officer  of  Health. 

V  .2.51. 

General  Practice. 
Admiralty  Surgeon 
and -Agent, 

C.C.  Pickering, 

Cert.  R.S, I.,  Cert. Meat 
&  Other  Poods.  Chief 

Port  Inspector. 

1.  2.2,5 

None. 

Assistant  Port 

Inspector. 

Position  vacant 
from  1. 1. 53 

- - 

C.T.  Can’t  home, 

Official  Rodent 

Operator. 

27.9.47 

None. 

0 . R ,  Kicks , 

C.I.S.  Prelim. Cert. 

Clerk. 

30.7.48. 

None . 

Address  and  Telephone  Number  of  ) 
the  medical  Officer  of  Health,  ) 


Private  Residence 

Port  Health  Authority,  Corporation  Quay, 


Health  Department,  " Thornholme" , 
Thornholme  Road,  Sunderland. 

Telephone  Number  -  Sunderland  56201, 

Ext,  91. 

Telephone  Number  -  Sunderland  5437. 
Sunderland, 


Teleohone  Number  - 

Sunderland  56178. 
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SECTION  11  -  AMOUNT  OF  SKIPPING  ENTERING-  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  . YEAjj. 

TABLE  B. 


Ships  From. 

Number 

1 

Tonnage. 

2 

Number  Insp 

By  the  Medical 
Officer  of 

Health. 

3 

>ected. 

By  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

4 

Number  of  Ship 
reported  as 
having  or 
having  had 
during  the 
voyage , 
infectious 
disease  on 
board. 

■  5 

Foreign 

330 

422 ,073* 

29. 

28V. 

4 

Ports. 

Coastvd.se 

2  ,040 

1,360,067. 

7 

1.454 

nil 

TOTAL  : 

2,370, 

1,782,140. 

36 

1,738, 

4 

Note  :  The  figures  given  in  columns  1  and  2  are  supplied  by  the  courtesy  of  H.M. 
Collector  of  Customs  and  Excise,  Sunderland. 

The  figure  of  28 4  in  column  1+  relates  to  ships  direct  from  foreign  and 
the  figure  1 ,45b  for  Coastwise  shipping  includes  303  vessels  which  had 
■proceeded  from  foreign  and  called  at  another  United  Kingdom  Port  before 
arriving  in  this  port. 

SECTION  111  -  CHARACTER  OP  SUPPING-  .AND  TRADE  DUPING-  THE  YEAR  -  TABLE  C. 


Passenger  Traffic  :  Number  of  Passengers  Inwards  : 

Number  of  Passengers  Outwards  : 

Number  of  Alien  seamen  under 
contract  to  join  ships  in 
British  Waters  : 

Stowaways  : 


126. 

137. 


Nil. 

3. 


Cargo  Traffic  :  Principal  Imports  : 

Iron  Ore 

Petroleum  in  bulk 
Cement 
Sundries 
Grain 
Esparto 
•  Sugar 

Principal  Exports  : 

Coal  &  Coke 
Petroleum  and  Benzole 
Machinery 
Sundries 


211,810  tons, 
182,862  " 
69,162  " 
30,02b  " 

18,961  " 

12,039  " 
7,437  " 


3,238,183  tons. 
33,172  " 

12,494  " 
9,336 


it 


.9. 

During  the  year  1953  the  total  number  of  vessels  cleared  from  the  Port 
was  2  ,422 ,  a  decrease  of  68  vessels  on  that  of  the  -preceding  year. 

Those  engaged  in  the  Coasting  'Trade  number  1,801,  and  in  the  European 
Trade  559 ,  while  62  were  trading  beyond  Europe. 

The  registered  tonnage  of  vessels  amounted  to  1,929,41-3  registered  tons 
compared  with  1,996,864  registered  tons  in  1952,  a  decrease  of  67,451  registered 
tons. 

Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrived 
_ _ during  the  ,  year  1>53«  _ _ 


Aden  Colony  (British) 

Aden. 

Algeria 

Algiers,  Arzew,  Bona,  Bougie,  Nemours,  Oran. 

Argentina 

Buenos  Aires,  San-Lorenzo. 

Australia 

Brisbane,  Fremantle,  G-eelong,  G-eraldton, 

Belgium 

Antwerp,  Bruges,  Brussels,  Ostend,  Ghent, 

Zeebrugge,  Rumps t. 

Canada 

Botwood  N.F. ,  Chatham  N.B. ,  Clarke  City, 

Montreal  Q.C.,  Saint  John  N.B. ,  Springdale  Y„F.  *. 
Sorel,  Three  Rivers,  Vancouver  B.C. 

Canary  Islands  (Spanish) 

Las-Palmas,  Santa  Cruz. 

Ceylon 

Colombo. 

Cuba 

Santiago. 

Cyprus  (British) 

Morphov  Bay. 

Denmark 

Asbenraa,  Aalborg,  Copenhagen,  Esjberg, 

Fredericia,  Holback,  Odense,  Renders,  Sundby, 
Tisted. 

Egypt 

Alexandria,  Suez,  Port-Said. 

Eire 

Cork,  Dublin,  Limerick,  Waterford, 

Finland 

Abo,  Hamina,  Mango,  Helsinki,  Kaska,  Kemi, 

Kotka,  Mantyluoto,  Pateniemi,  Raumo,  Skogby, 
Stromma,  Vasa,  Veitsiluoto,  Toppila,  Yxpila. 

France 

Bayonne,  Bordeaux,  Boulogne,  Brest,  Caen, 

Calais,  Cherbourg,  Dielette,  Dunkirk,  Granville, 

La  Pallice,  Havre,  Marseilles,  Nantes,  Nice,  Rouen, 
St.  Nazaire,  Toulon. 

10, 


Germany 

Bremerhaven,  Brunsbuttel,  Bremen,  Flensburg,  Hamburg, 
Kiel,  Lubeck,  Nordenham,  Rostock,  V/ismar. 

Gold  Coast 

Takoradi. 

Gibraltar. 


Greece 

Piraeus ,  Limena. 

Holland. 

Amsterdam,  Delfzyl,  Dordrecht,  Flushing,  Grave, 
Groningen,  Harlingen,  Nordzee,  Rotterdam,  Scheveningen, 
Utrecht,  Velsen,  Ymuiden,  Zaandam. 

Iceland. 

Reykjavik,  Keflavik. 

India. 

Bombay,  Calcutta. 

Viet  Nam. 

Haiphong,  Saigon. 

Israel 

Haifa. 

Italy  ('Sardinia') 

Cagliari. 

"  (Sicily) 

.  Catania,  Licata,  Palermo,  Trapani. 

Italy 

Civitavecchia,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Savona,  Spezia,  Venice, 

Janan. 

» 

•H 

•o 

£ 

f=-» 

Kenya. 

Mombasa. 

Korea 

Pusan. 

Kuwait. 

Kuwait,  Mena-al-Ahmadi. 

Libya. 

Tripoli 

Lebanon. 

Beirut 

Malaya. 

Dungun. 

Malta  Island. 

Valletta. 

Mauritius  (British). 

Port  Louis. 

Mexico. 

Tampico, 

Morocco  (French) 

Casablanca,  Saffi. 

.  "  (international 

Zone  ) 

/  Tangier. 

- 1 1 _ (.Spanish) 

• 

Ceuta,  Melilla,  Villa  Sanjurjo. 

.11. 


Norway. 

Panama. 

Poland. 

Portugal. 

Portugese  East  Africa. 

Senegal  (French  West 
Africa) 

Sierra  Leone. 

Spain. 

Sweden. 


Tanganyika. 

Tunisia, 

Trinidad. 

Turkey. 

Union  of  South  Africa. 

U.S.A. 

U.S.S.R. 


Aalesund,  -  Arendal ,  Ballangen,  Bergen,  Drammen, 
Drobak,  Flekkef jord,  Fredrikstad,  Breaker,  Grimstad, 
Halden,  Heroya,  Kurum,  Kirkenes,  Kragero, 
Kristiansand,  Kristiansund,  Lillesand,  Narvik, 

Odda,  Oslo,  Porsgrunn,  Risir,  Sarpsborg,  Sauda, 
Stavanger,  Skien,  Tromso, 

Panama, 

Gdansk,  Gdynia,  Szczecin. 

Leixoes,  Se tubal,  Oporto. 

Beira. 

Dakar. 


Freetown,  Pepel, 

Alicante,  Barcelona,  Bilbao,  Car thagena,  Huelva, 
Corunna,  La-la ja,  Requejada,  Santander,  Sagunto, 
Seville,  Valencia. 

Ahus,  Batskarsnas,  Blankaholm,  Boolsta,  Burea, 

Domsjo,  Furuogrund,  Gamleby,  Gefle,  Gothenborg, 

Halstad,  Helsfnborg,  Holmsund,  Karlstad,  Karlshsmm, 
Mariestad,  Malmo,  Kalix,  Kramfors,  Kristinehan.m. 
Lidkoping,  Lulea,  Norrk oping,  Nyk oping,  Otterbacken, 
Oxelosund,  Skoghall,  Sodertelje,  Stockholm,  Stromstrad, 
Sundsvall,  Stugsund,  Trelleborg,  Uddevalla,  Vesteras, 

We stervik, 

Lindi,  Dar-es -Salaam. 

Bizerta,  La-Goulette,  Sfax,  Susa,  Tunis. 

Port  of  Spain. 

Istanbul 

Capetown,  Durban,  East  London,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Baltimore  M.D. ,  Baton  Rouge  L.A. ,  Corpus -Chris ti 
(Texas),  Freeport  (Texas),  Houston  (Texas), 

Newport  News  V.A.  ,  New  Orleans  L.A.  ,  New  York  N.Y.  , 
Norfolk  V.A. , 

Archangel,  Leningrad. 


VENEZUELA. 


WEST  INDIES. 


Maracaibe,  Punta  Cardon,  Willenstad  (Curacao 
Island,  Dutch), 

Georgetown  (St.  Vincent). 


SECTION  IV  -  INLAND  BARGE  TR/iFFIC. 


Not  applicable  to  this  Port, 


SECTION  V. 


Summary  of  Water  Samples  taken  during  the  year  1953* 


Number  of  „ 
samples  of 
wafer, ,  , 
submitted 
for  bacter¬ 
iological 
examination. 

Highly 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory. 

Suspicious. 

Total 

A  Pater 
Boats, 

A 

3 

1 

— 

A 

3  Water 
Hydrants 

3 

3 

- 

— 

— 

'  5" ' 

13  vessels. 

13 

A 

1 

A 

A 

13 

2  Tugboats 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2A 

1A 

2 

A 

2A 

SECTION  VII.  -  SMALLPOX 


1.  The  smallpox  hospital  is  the  Langley  Park  Hospital,  Langley  Park,  near 
Durham  City,  telephone  number  Langley  Park  21A.  Admission  arrangements  to  be 
made  direct  with  Matron  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Isolation  Hospital,  (telephone 
number  Chester-le-Street  3207).  The  Medical  Officer-in-charge  is  Dr.  Gavin 
Miller  whose  private  telephone  number  is  Sacriston  232, 

2.  Transport  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Ambulance  Service,  Sunderland 
Corporation.  All  drivers  have  been  recently  vaccinated. 

3.  Smallpox  Consultant  to  this  Authority  is  Dr.  Eustace  Thorp,  residing  at 
13,  The  Broadway,  Grindon,  Sunderland,  and  his  private  telephone  number  is  . 
Sunderland  6 30 6, 


I7 

•  -L-  0 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  situated  at  the  Royal  Infirmary 
Sunderland. 


SECTION  VI 11  -  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

Total  number  of  Seamen  treated  at  V.D.  Clinics, 
Ro.ya.l  Infirmary,  during;  the  year  1955. _ 


British 

Total 

Foreign 

Total 

Syphilis  . . 

9 

Syphilis . . . 

Soft  Chancre  .  , . 

1 

Soft  Chancre 

G-onorrhoea . . . , 

29 

G-onorrhoea 

27 

Syphilis  &  G-onorrhoea . 

Syphilis  &  G-onorrhoea  . . .  . , 

Not  Venereal  Disease  ...... 

59 

Not  Venereal  Disease  . 

....  29 

Urethritis  . . 

26 

Urethri  ti  s _ _ _ _ _ 

_  7 

. 

124 

68 

SECTION  IX  - 

CASES  OP  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ON  SHIPS. 

TABLE  'D*. 


CATEGORY 

DISEASE 

Number  of  Cases 

During  the  Year. 
Passengers.  Crew. 

Number  of  Ships 
Concerned, 

Cases  landed  from  Ships 

Pulmonary 

from  Foreign  Ports. 

Tuberculosis. 

1 

1 

G-erman 

Measles, 

i 

1 

Cases  which  occurred 

T  - . -  "  1  - - 

on  ships  from  Foreign 
Ports  but  which  have 
jbeen  disposed  of 
before  arrival. 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

i 

j 

Cases  landed  from 
other  Ships, 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Nil  1 

1 

Malaria 

(Recurring) 

Nil  1 

1 

i 

No  case  of  quarantinable  disease  was  reported  during  the  year  under  review. 


U-J 


SECTION  X. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  OCCURENCE  OF 
MALARIA  ON  SHIPS. 


During  the  year  under  review  one  case  of  malaria  (recurring)  has  been 
reported.  In  this  instance ,  the  man  affected  was  a  member  of  the  ship's 
crew. 


SECTION  XI.  - 

MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  WITH, 

.....  OR  SUSPECTED  OF ,  PLAGUE. 

In  ships-  in-  the  Port,  on  all  vessels,  whether  in  possession  of  a.  valid 
Derat ting  Certificate  or  Deratting  "Exemption”  Certificate  or  not,  enquiries 
are  made  as  to  the  prevalence  and  mortality  of  rats  on  board,  and  systematic 
inspection  is  carried-  out  by  the  Authority's  rodent  operator  on  all  vessels 
arriving  directly  or  otherwise  from  infected  ports;  also  on  vessels,  engaged 
in  carrying  grain  and  general  cargo.  Enquiries  are  made  on  all  vessels  from 
members  of  the  crew,  stevedores-  and  workmen,  and  where  necessary  a.  systematic 
search  for  excreta,  nests,  gnawings,  runs,  or  damage  to  cargo  or  stores  is  made 
by  the  Authority's  Rodent  Operator  under  the  supervision  of  an  Inspector, 

Apart  from 'the  additional  measures  as  defined  in  the  Fourth  Schedule ,  Part  1  - 
Plague  A,  infected  ships  and  suspected  ships  in  the  Public  Health  (Ships) 
Regulations,  1952,  which  would  be  rigidly  enforced  the  following  would  also  be 
put  into  operation,  i.e,  all  vessels  from  infected  or  suspected  areas  and  all 
vessels  carrying  grain  cargoes  are  required  to  place  efficient  rat  guards  on  all 
mooring  ropes.  Where  the  supply  of  rat  guards  is  insufficient,  the  mooring  ropes 
are  to  be  covered  daily  with  fresh  tar  for  a  distance  of  three  feet  from  the  edge 
of  the  quay  outwards. 


SECTION  XII  -  . 

MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS 
IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS, 

■f  As  soon  as  practicable  after  arrival  such  ships  are  systematically  searched 

by  the  Authority's  Rodent  Operator  under  the  supervision  of  an  Inspector,  All 
possible  harbourages  are  carefully  noted,  also  damage  to  cargo  and  stores,  if  any, 
paying  particular  attention  to  excreta,  gnawing;  runs  and  smears.  From  stem 
to  stern  every  compartment  is  minutely  inspected  including  stokeholds,  shaft  - 
tunnel  and  boiler  tops,  which  often  reveal  evidence  of  infestation  by  the  amount 
of  footings  seen  in  the  fine  dust  which  is  always  present  there,  and  it  rests 
entirely  upon  the  result  of  such  inspections  as  to  whether  the  vessel  is  granted 
an  Exemption  Certificate  or  Deratting  measures  have  to  be  employed; carid  only  by 
such  careful  inspections  can  the  rat  population  be  approximately  assessed. 

-•  All  rats  submitted  for  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  from  such 

vessels  are  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Royal  Infirmary, 
Sunderland;  3  black  rats  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service . during  the  year  under  review,  and  in  every  instance  they  we re  returned 
as  "Bacillus  Pestis  not  found". 


.15. 


Methods  of  Deratting  -  Ships. 

(i)  Fumigation  by  sulphur  dioxide  gas,  which  is  generated  by  burning  sulphur, 
three  pounds  of  sulphur  to  each  thousand  cu.ft.  of  space;  minimum  time  of 
exposure  -  eight  hours. 

(ii)  Hydrogen  cyanide,  which  is  generated  by  the  vapourisation  of  liquid 
hydrogen  cyanide,  two  ounces  per  thousand  cubic  feet  for  cargo  space  and 
storerooms;  one  ounce  per  thousand  cubic  feet  for  living  quarters  and  other 
places  not  used  for  stores  or 'cargo;  minimum  time  of  exposure  -  two  hours, 

(iii)  Trapping  and  laying  of  poison  baits. 

Fumigations  are  do~e  by  commercial  contractors  whose  staffs  are  trained 
to  comply  with  the  Hydrogen  Cyanide  (Fumigation  of  Ships)  Regulations,  1951. 

When  vessels  are  examined  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  Deratting  or 
Deratting  "Exemption11  Certificates ,  any  harbourages,  runs,  gnawings,  defective 
bulkheads  giving  access  to  stores  etc. ,  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Master  or  owner  and  practical  suggestions  made  for  remedying  the  same. 
Particular  attention  is  given  to  new  vessels  and  wherever  it  is  necessary 
instructions  are  given  to  see  that  all  pipes " entering  compartments  are 
effectively  fitted  with  collars,  and  steel  flashings  are  fitted  in  places 
where  rodents  may  possibly  enter,  to  eliminate  any  possible  source  of 
nesting.  Drainage  holes  in  the  holds  are  given  careful  attention,  as  these 
may  be  of  a  nature  and  size  to  afford  easy  ingress  and  provide  a  means  of 
future  infestation,  .  On  new  vessels  the  builders  have  been  found  to  be 
most  co-operative  when  such  defects  have  been  drawn  to  their  -attent-i-on  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  the  work  has  been  done  before  a  Deratting  "Exemption" 
Certificate  has  been  issued. 


For  modern  methods  of  Deratting  refer  to  foreword. 

TABLE  E. 

RODENTS  DESTROYED  DURING-  THE  YEAR  IN  SHIPS  FROM 

FOREIGN  PORTS. 


CATEGORY 

NUMBER 

Black  Rats  . . . 

18 

Brown  Rats  . . . . 

— 

Mice  ,,,,, . . . . 

- 

Species  Not  Known . . 

- 

Sent  for  Examination . . 

3 

Infected  with  Plague  ,  . . . . 

- 

— 
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In  addition  17  "black  rats  were  destroyed  on  ships  from  foreign  which 
had  called  at  another  port  in  the  United  Kingdom  before  arriving  at  this  Port, . 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  of  Deratting  in  connection  with 


Wharves,  Quays  and  Warehouses  • 

Brown  Rats  Destroyed  . . . ................1,126, 

Mice  Destroyed  . . . . .  42. 


In  addition  2,942  poison  baits  were  laid, 

TABLE  'F ' 


DERATTING-  CERTIFICATES  AND  DERATTING 
EXEMPTION  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  FOR  ‘SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS. 


No.  of  Deratting  Certificates  Issued 

Number  of 
Deratting 
Exemption 
Certific¬ 
ates 
isgued. 

Total 

number 

of 

Certificates 

Issued. 

7  .  ... 

After  Fumigation  With 

After 

Trapping 

3 

After 

Poison  Total, 
-ing. 

4  5 

H.C.N. 

1 

Other  Fumigant 
(state  method) 

2 

4 

p - 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  4 

i 

88 

Included  in  the  number  of  Deratting  "Exemption"  Certificates  Issued  are 
24  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  with  respect  to  vessels  constructed 
at  this  Port. 

The  above  figures  include  2  Deratting  "Exemption"  Certificates  issued  . 
with  respect  to  two  vessels  lying  at  the  Port  of  Seaham  Harbour, 

*"nder  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests.  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order, 
1951,  66  Rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued. 
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SECTION  XIII 

Inspection  of  Ships  for  Nuisances. 

Table  1 G' 

Inspection  and  Notices. _ 


Number  of 
Inspections. 


Notices  Served 
Statutory  Other 
Notices.  Notices. 


Result  of  Serving 
Notices. 


1.  1,738  Vessels  Nil. 

inspected  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 


102  Verbal 
Notices. 


94  complied  with, 
if  vessels  partially  completed. 
4  vessels  not  complied  with 
before  sailing. 


2.  Category  of 
Nuisances. 


The  nature  of  the  nuisances 
consisted  mainly  of  fresh 
water  tanks  to  cleanse,  etc. 
Accommodation  to  cleanse  etc. 
defective  Portlights,  dirty 
bedding  and  accommodation 
verminous. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  HYGIENIC 
CONDITIONS  ON  BOARD  OF  VESSELS  SINCE  1934. 

A  general  and  steady  improvement  in  the  standard  of  crew  accommodation 
has  been  noticed  on  all  vessels  built  since  1943*  Single  nr  two  berthed 
cabins  are  now  the  general  rule,  with  such  amenities  as  bunk  curtains,  bunk 
reading  lights,  foam  mattresses  and  in  some  cases  wash  basins  with  hot  and 
cold  water  supply  are  provided  in  each  berth.  Galleys  have  been  provided 
with  stainless  steel  slop  sinks  and  benches,  a  vast  improvement  on  the  old 
lead  lined  type;  even  in  small  modern  coasting  vessels  domestic  size 
refrigerators  are  now  installed  resulting  in  the  much  fresher  condition  of  the 
ship's  provisions.  The  use  of  "Wearite"  for  bulkheads  in  accommodation 
has  done  much  to  minimise  verminous  infestation.  Unfortunately  a  number  of 
old  vessels  are  still  trading  on  the  coast,  and  little  can  be  done  to  improve 
accommodation  on  this  type  of  vessel. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

SHIPS  PROVISIONS  DEALT  V/ITH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Number  of 

Vessels 

Concerned, 

Provisions  totally 
Destroyed. 

Utilised  for 
Animal  Feeding 
Purposes. 

Salvaged. 

Returned  to 

Messrs.  Spill ers 
Ltd.  M.O.F. 
Commodity  Officers 
Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. 

14 

5  cwts.  1  qtr. 

24  lbs. 

2  tons.  2  cwts. 

3  qtrs.  4y  lbs. 

9  cwts. 

2  qtrs. 

234  lbs. 

(Flour) 

3  tons,  18  cwts, 

3  qtrs. 

Grand  Total  of  Ships  Provisions  Dealt  with  :  6  tons,  16  cwts,  2  qtrs,  24-  lbs.  !! 


Amount  of  Sugar  returned  to 'British  Corporation,  Poppleton,  Yorks  - 

1  ton,  2  cwts, ,  2  qtrs.  24  lbs. 

This  sugar  was  the  residue  of  Sugar  cargoes  landed  at  the  Port  comprising 
sweepings  from  damaged  bags  and  spillage  during  discharging,  which  was  returned 
for  reprocessing  and  further  refining. 

* 

2 6  vessels  arrived  in  the  port  with  cargoes  of  foodstuffs  to  discharge 
during  the  year  under  review, 

2  samples  of  foodstuff  submitted  to  Public  Analyst  were  in  each  ca.se 
returned  as  genuine  samples. 
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